1898. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON  THE 

URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT 

OF 

FELLING-ON- TYNE, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  Sanitary 
District  Council  of  Felling -on-’ Tyne. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I forward  my  third  annual  report  of  your 
district  for  the  year,  1898. 

Attached  hereto,  you  will  find  Tabular  Statement  of 
Births,  Deaths,  and  Infectious  Diseases  as  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

BiRTH  RATE 

81 1 Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  as  against 
781  last  year  ; 778  in  1896  ; and  769  in  1&95.  430  were 
males  and  381  females. 
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Localities — In  Felling-,  341  were  born,  188  males  and  t 53 

females. 

In  Heworth,  296  were  born,  149  males  and  147 
females. 

In  St.  Alban’s,  174  were  born,  93  males  and  81 
females. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  39 '06  per  1000  of  popu- 
lation ; In  1897,  it  was  39*05  per  1000  ; In  1896,  38*9,  and 
in  1895,  38 ’4  per  1000. 

There  were  406  more  births  than  deaths,  almost  exactly 
2 births  to  i death.  811  births  and  405  deaths  being 
registered  during  the  year. 

GENERAL  DEATH  RATE 

397  Persons  died  within  the  District,  and  8 died  without 
the  District,  as  against  435  last  year  ; 37 3 in  1896,  and  446 
in  1895. 

221  were  males  and  [84  were  females. 

Localities — Felling,  162,  as  against  173  last  year,  152  in  1896. 

90  were  males  and  72  were  females. 

Heworth,  151,  as  against  159  last  year,  and  136  in 
1896.  84  were  males  and  67  were  females. 

St.  Alban’s,  84,  as  against  85  last  year,  and  78  in 
1896.  42  were  males  and  42  females. 

Deaths  occurring  at  Gateshead  Union  Workhouse  were  7, 
four  being  males  and  three  being  females. 

One  male  died  at  the  County  Asylum,  Sedgefield. 

The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  equal  to  19*5  per  1000 
of  the  population,  as  against  21*75  Per  1 000  last  year,  18*65 
per  1000  in  1896,  and  22*5  per  1000  in  1895. 

Death  Rate  for  Felling  was  equal  to  17*68  per  1000 
,,  Heworth  ,,  20*  ,, 

,,  St.  Alban’s  ,,  20*62  ,, 

,,  without  Parish  , , *385  ,, 
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^Respiratory  Diseases  include  Bronchitis,  Broncho-Pneu- 
monia, Pneumonia  and  Pleurisy.  75  Persons  died  from  these 
diseases,  as  against  84  last  year,  73  in  1896,  and  91  in  1895. 
43  were  males  and  32  were  females. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Under  One  Year.  1898,  6^9  ; 1897,  6*9  ; 1896,  5*5. 

145  Children  under  one  year  died  during  the  year  as 
against  138  last  year,  and  1 10  in  1896. 

The  Infant  Rate  for  Felling  was  equal  to  5*9  per  rooo  of 
population  ; for  Heworth,  7*5  per  1000  ; and  St.  Alban’s,  7 ’8 
per  1000. 

Respiratory  diseases.  Dentition  and  Diarrhoea  account 
for  the  greater  number  of  deaths. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Mortality,  2^69  per  1000.  Total  cases  56, 

under  five,  42,  19m,  23b;  over  five,  14,  10m,  4b 

SCARLATINA. 

263  cases  were  notified,  compared  to  242  last  year. 

Occurring  as  follows: — un.ler  five,  98,  58m,  40b 

over  five,  165.  83m,  82b 

and  distributed  thus  ; — 

In  Felling  District — under  five,  29,  17m,  12b)  0_ 

over  five,  56,  29m,  27 f . J ^ 

In  Heworth  ,,  — under  five,  37,  33m,  24b  1 

over  five,  88,  43m,  45b  j 1 

In  St.  Alban’s,,  — under  five,  12,  8m,  4b  ) 

over  five,  21,  11m,  iof.  ( 
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The  deaths  occurring-  from  Scarlet  Fever  were  8 as  com- 
pared with  io  last  year. 

distributed  thus  : — 

Felling,  one  male,  over  five. 

Heworth,  3 males  under  five,  and  4 males  over  five. 

D uring  January  and  February  there  were  a great  many 
cases  notified  from  Wardley  and  Bill  Quay.  At  this  time  I 
visited  the  Infant  School  at  Wardley  and  found  that  24'^  per 
cent  of  Scholars  were  absent  from  known  cases  of  Scarlatina. 
I suggested  to  the  Board  the  advisability  of  closing*  the 
Schools,  which  however  was  not  done.  In  March  the  disease 
seemed  to  be  abating  as  fewer  cases  were  notified.  Ever 
since  that  time  to  the  present  fewer  cases  have  been  notified 
each  month. 


MEASLES. 

We  had  practically  very  little  of  this  till  July,  from  which 
time  it  gradually  increased,  and  in  fact  became  Epidemic 
during  October  and  November.  1 visited  all  the  Schools  in 
the  District,  Nov.  21st  to  25th,  and  found  at 

Present.  on  a Register. 

Bill  Quay  Mixed  School  42  per  cent  602 

,,  Infant  ,,  23  ,,  226 

Wardley  ,,  ,,  44  >> 

Felling  Mixed  ,,  rather  more  than  50  ,,  in  morning. 

,,  less  ,,  in  afternoon. 

Windy  Nook  Schools,  one  case  Measles,  four  cases 

Scarlet  Fever. 


on 

Register 

Absent. 

M easles 

High  Felling  Mixed  School 

716 

208 

1 20 

,,  Infant  ,, 

45I 2 

2 1 1 

1 10 

St.  John’s  (R.C.)  ,,  Dept. 

260 

79 

59 

)>  j ) Boys  ,, 

279 

5° 

6 

, , , , Gi rls  , , 

282 

62 

6 

St.  Mary’s  (C.E.)  Schools  no  cases  of  Measles. 


I recommended  the  Urban  Council  to  close  the  Schools, 

and  also  sent  a similar  report  to  the  School  Board  in  order 
that  both  Boards  might  understand  what  we  were  facing. 
All  the  Schools  were  closed  at  once,  except  Windy  Nook, 
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which  were  closed  about  io  da}\s  after.  I am  glad  to  say  that 
there  seems  to  have  been  a very  rapid  decline  ever  since,  as 
there  are  lew  cases  about  the  district  at  present.  The  rapidity 
with  which  this  epidemic  has  cleared  up  inclines  me  very  strong- 
ly to  think  that  the  closing  of  Schools  would  be  the  wisest 
course  at  all  times  when  such  an  epidemic  is  threatening. 

There  were- 15  deaths  registered  from  Measles,  as  com- 
pared with  6 last  year. 

distributed  thus  : — 

Felling'  District,  2 males  and  1 female  j 

Heworth  ,,  4 males  and  5females  j'  Allunder5years 

St.  Alban's,,  2 males  aud  1 female 

DIARRHCEA. 

19  deaths  were  registered,  as  compared  to  5 last  year, 
distributed  thus  : — 

In  Felling,  im.,  5!'.  j 

In  Heworth,  4m.,  2f.  -All  under  5 years. 

In  St.  Alban’s,  im.,  6f.  | 

Seeing  that  we  have  had  such  a mild  year  is  it  not  sur- 
prising that  so  many  deaths  should  occur  amongst  children  ? 
Milk,  particularly  in  feeding  bottles  and  other  foods  be  ng  so 
liable  to  undergo  fermentative  changes,  the  whole  diges  ive 
system  is  thrown  out  of  order  and  many  cases  of  diirrhoea 
follow. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Only  2 deaths  occured  as  compared  to  1 1 last  year- 
in  Felling,  if. 


In  Heworth,  if. 


Under  5 years. 


SMALL  PON. 

We  had  4 cases  notified  of  this.  The  first  although  it 
was  not  actually  in  the  district,  but  011  a vessel  at  Pelaw 
Staiths,  was  the  means  of  at  least  warning  us  to  be  watchfulj 
Dr.  Mackay  notified  to  me  on  a Saturday  Night  in  February. 
I telephoned  to  Dr.  Marker  of  the  Tyne  Port  Sanitary  Author- 
ity who  had  the  case  at  once  removed  to  the  Floating  Hospital. 
The  vessel  was  disinfected  and  orders  given  that  none  of  its 
crew  should  leave  it. 
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'i  he  next  case  occurred  n my  own  practice  in  Victoria 
Cottages  and  was  seen  on  a Sunday  in  April.  Not  having 
a Hospital  here  one  felt  in  rather  a critical  condition,  not  so 
much  as  regards  the  one  case,  but  the  danger  of  the  disease 
spreading,  for  without  complete  isolation  we  are  never  safe. 
Mi  J'o’am  and  m}  self  set  to  work,  and  alter  running  about 
Gateshead  and  Newcastle,  hunting  up  members  of  the  Gates- 
head Corporation  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  succeeded 
in  getting  permission  to  have  the  patient  removed  to  Sheriff 
Hill  Hospital  before  mid-night,  and  were  told  we  would  not 
be  able  to  get  another  case  in.  I was  unable  to  find  out 
definitely  how  she  had  caught  the  disease,  the  only  point 
being,  that  many  tramps  had  been  served  at  her  door 
p reviously. 

I may  state  that  I visited  the  homes  of  every  person  who 
had  been  in  her  house  the  last  few  days  and  vaccinated  and 
re-vaccinated  free  of  charge,  such  members  as  they  allowed 
me  to,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  act  as  a means  of  checking 
the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  next  two  cases  which  were  of  the  haemorrhagic  type, 
and  proved  fatal,  occurred  in  the  same  house  at  Heworth 
Colliery,  a mother  and  son  being*  affected.  The  first  case  was 
reported  by  Dr.  Law,  and  the  second  by  Dr.  Paton.  I was 
unable  here  again  to  find  out  where  the  infection  had  come 
from,  but  in  point  of  time  the  boy  seemed  to  be  infected  from 
the  corpse  of  the  mother. 

Whilst  the  disease  was  tending  to  spread  the  Council 
held  several  meetings  to  devise  some  means  of  isolation. 
After  much  labour  and  many  efforts,  we  succeeded  in  getting 
a cottage  in  Stonygare  Lane  (well  isolated)  for  twelve  months. 

Mr  Miller  and  his  men  devoted  a g*reat  deal  of  time  in 
putting*  this  cottage  ready  should  any  more  cases  arise,  and 
in  a few  days  we  had  it  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  any  fresh 
cases. 

I advised  the  Council  to  isolate  in  this  cottage  for  three 
weeks  the  two  boys  left  in  the  infected  house  at  Heworth 
Colliery,  or  for  a longer  time  should  one  or  both  develop 
Small  Pox.  This  was  done,  but  neither  showed  anv  signs  of the 
disease.  Mr  Southern,  the  under-manager  at  Heworth  Colliery 
forbade  their  father  to  attend  work  for  some  weeks.  These 
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were  the  only  cases  that  occurred  in  our  district, and  we  ought 
to  feel  very  thankful  that  we  got  off  so  lightly.  Might  I 
venture  to  say  here  that,  should  we  have  a case  or  two  in 
three  or  four  years  without  a hospital  and  with  such  a number 
of  conscientious  objectors  to  vaccination  we  will  not  he  likely 
to  get  off  so  easily. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

25  Cases  were  reported  from 

Felling  — 10,  6m,  46  over  five,  years. 

Heworth  — 10,  im,  if.  under  five,  7m,  it  over  five. 
St.  Alban’s  — 5,  2m.  2f.  under  five,  1 female  over  five. 

The  same  number  of  deaths  occurred  as  in  last  year, 
namely,  four. 

Fleworth,  3 males  / 

St.  Alban’s  i female  ! over  5 >'ears- 


Typhus  Fever  'j 

Continued  Fever  I None  reported  or 

Relapsing  Fever  I ascertained. 

Cholera  J 

MEMBRANEOUS  CROUP. 

8 Cases  notified  against  15  last  year. 

Felling- — 3 males  under  five,  1 male  over  five  years. 

Heworth — 1 male  under  five  years. 

St.  Alban’s — 2 males  and  1 female  under  five  years. 

Two  males  under  five  years  died  in  St.  Alban’s. 

Last  year  3 deaths  occurred,  and  in  1896,  6 deaths  out  of 
7 reported  cases. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

14  Cases  reported  from 

Felling — 1 male  under  five,  and  1 male  over  five. 
Heworth — 5.  males  and  4 females  over  five  years. 

St.  Alban’s — 1 male,  1 female  under  five,  1 female 

over  five  years. 
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Deaths  registered — 

o 

Felling — i male  over  five  years. 

St.  Alban’s — i female  under  five  years 

ERYSIPELAS. 

48  cases  reported,  compared  to  51  last  year. 

Felling,  23 — 2m  under  5 years  ; 9m  1 of  over  5 years 

Heworth,  15 — if  under  5 years;  4m  lof  over  5 years 

St.  Alban’s,  10 — 2m  8f  over  5 years. 

No  deaths  registered  from  this  cause. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

One  case  reported  from  Felling  and  one  case  reported 
from  Heworth.  Death  occurring  in  both  cases. 

HEART  DISEASE. 

18  deaths  occurred  as  compared  to  36  last  year.  Dis- 
tributed thus  : 

Felling — if  under  5 years  ; 4m  and  yf  over  5 years. 

Heworth — 3!'  over  5 years. 

St.  Alban’s — im  and  2f  over  5 years. 

PHTHISIS. 

42  deaths  occurred,  compared  to  33  last  year,  and  36  in 
1896.  Distributed  thus  : 

Felling — 2m  under  5 years  ; 9111  and  7!'  over  5 years, 

Heworth  — im  under  5 years;  8m  and  yf  over  5 years. 

St.  Alban’s — ym  and  if  over  5 years. 

As  will  be  seen  by  reports.  Phthisis  is  steadily  increasing 
in  the  district,  and  when  we  consider  that  it  is  regarded  as  an 
infectious  disease  is  it  surprising  that  it  should  increase  ? 
Many  people  nursing  Phthisical  patients  are  not  nearly  so 
careful  as  they  should  be  with  the  sputa,  and  occasionally 
allow  the  patients  to  expectorate  on  the  floor. 

The  sputa  contain  the  bacilli  of  the  disease,  which  when 
dry  are  disseminated  in  the  room  and  in  that  way  are  breathed 
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by  other  people  who  may  take  on  the  disease  if  they  happen 
to  be  a little  run  down  in  health.  I think  it  is  almost  as 
necessary  to  disinfect  a room  after  the  death  in  it  of  a 
Phthisical  patient  as  to  disinfect  after  Scarlet  Fever. 

It  would  not  be  a waste  of  time  to  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  nor  yet  a waste  of  money  to  the  ratepayers  to  have 
this  done.  The  M.O.H.  could  be  notified  by  the  Registrar  of 
the  registration  of  the  death,  provided,  that  say,  the  Registrar 
received  a notification  fee  of  2/6  per  case. 

INJURIES. 

9 persons  died  from  injuries  as  against  15  last  year.  2 
males  and  1 female  died  in  Felling,  5 males  in  Heworth,  and 
1 male  in  St.  Alban’s. 

INQUESTS. 

There  were  17  Inquests  held  in  the  district. 

3 Suicide  (cut  throat) 

1 „ (hanging) 

2 from  Cardiac  Disease 

2 from  Convulsions  (children) 

3 from  Suffocation  (overlaying  children) 

3 killed  by  Engines  and  Trucks 

1 ,,  Fall  of  Coal. 

1 ,,  falling  from  Hay  Stack  (Fractured  Neck) 

1 ,,  Accidental  Fall  (Fractured  Skull) 

Of  above  14  were  males  and  3 females. 

ALL  OTHER  DISEASES. 

194  deaths  are  registered  under  this  heading,  as  against 
200  last  year,  and  17 1 in  1896. 

Felling — 29m,  2 if  under  5 years  ; 21m,  1 5f  over  5 
years. 

Heworth — 26m,  23f  under  5 years  ; 10m,  iif  over  5 
years. 

St.  Alban’s — 9m,  iif  under  5 years  ; 8m,  lof  over  5 
years. 


NECESSITIES.  -i= 


FEVER  HOSPITAL. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  the  Council  were 
thinking  of  joining  Gateshead  to  put  up  and  work  together, 
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an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  a separate  one  for 
Small  Pox.  That  arrangement  has  passed  into  oblivion  and 
the  Council  now  intends  to  build  one  of  its  own,  but  when  ? 
Remains  an  open  question.  It  seems  to  me  we  have  had 
ample  proof  of  the  necessity  of  such  a building  here.  We 
have  had  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever,  several  cases  of  Enteric  , 
Fever  and  Diphtheria.  What  is  more  we  have  had  a m£r-  0 
aculous  escape  of  such  a lesson  as  Middlesbro’  had  in  Small- 
Pox. 


DISINFECTING  APPARATUS 

It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  what  was  said  last  year.  • 

REMOVAL  OF  REFUSE. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  report  that  my  idea  of  putting 
the  expense  of  this  on  to  the  rates  would  be  most  satisfactory. 
1 am  glad  to  say  the  Council  thought  wise  to  adopt  it  and 
with  good  effect. 

The  full  overflowing  filthy  ashpits  one  met  daily,  are  now 
seldom  seen  in  our  district,  and  I have  no  doubt,  had  our 
cartmen  a little  more  practice  at  the  work  there  will  be  every 
reason  to  thank  the  Council,  for  the  passing  of  this  resolution 

RECREATION  GROUND 

We  are  still  hoping  to  get  this  for  the  sake  of  the 
Children  in  the  district. 

INSPECTIONS 

During  the  year  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  (MrMcShane) 
and  I have  made  several  inspections;  as  have  also  Dr.  Hill 
and  Inspector;  and  Dr.  Hill,  Inspector,  and  myself  together. 

Many  of  the  defects  pointed  out  in  my  last  report  under 
this  heading  have  been  remedied,  viz: — 

(i.)  Great  portion  of  Quarry  Row,  Felling. 

(2.)  Aspit,  Mrs  Gray’s  house,  Brown’s  Place,  Felling. 

(3.)  In  Heworth  Lane,  Squires  Arms,  Urnial  &c. 

(4.)  ,,  Miss  Prior’s  Property. 

(5.)  ,,  Earth  Closets  erected 

(badly  arranged) 

(6.)  Felling  Shore,  several  Earth  Closets  erected  in  place 
of  large  open  ashpits. 


(y.)  In  Felling-  also  several  Earth  Closets  erected  in  place 
of  foul  open  ashpits. 

Complaints  have  been  lodged  to  the  Owners  against  in- 
sanitary conditions  ot  several  old  dwellings  particularly  in 
Felling  Shore,  Heworth  Lane,  and  Windy  Nook. 

The  Dairies,  Slaughter  Houses,  Byres,  &c,  have  been 
well  kept  under  observation,  and  are  in  a fairly  good  sai  itary 
condition. 


May  I here  be  allowed  to  state  that  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  has  as  far  as  m^  department  is  concerned,  carried 
out  lull  instructions,  practically  and  expeditiously,  particularly 
as  regards  the  disinfecting  of  Infected  dwellings,  the  destruc- 
tion of  InfeGted  bedding  and  in  matters  that  generally  concern 
the  Public  Health. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS,  SCAVENGING  AND 

WATEY  SUPPLY. 

During  the  past  year  many  improvements  have  been 
effected  in  the  Roads  of  the  district  and  a considerable  number 
of  our  old  defective  Sewers  have  been  dealt  with. 

Shields  Road  has  had  a new  footpath  laid  down  on  the 
North  side  and  concreted  from  end  to  end,  Charlton’s  Row 
has  been  re-paved,  and  Hunter’s  Place,  leading  from  Charlton's 
Row  to  Split  Crow  Lane,  has  been  materially  increased  in 
width.  A great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  paving 
of  Providence  Place  and  Henry  Street  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  Nest  Road,  Felling  Shore. 

A defective  sewer  at  Green  Lane  has  been  taken  up  and 
relaid  for  a distance  of  687  feet.  The  old  sewer,  I believe, 
caused  constant  trouble  for  a long  time  and  on  being  taken 
up  it  was  found  to  have  practically  no  fall  at  all  in  many 
places 

A new  sewer  has  also  been  laid  at  Sandmill  Row,  Windy 
Nook.  This,  I know,  from  my  own  personal  knowledge,  was 
a much  needed  improvement. 

A very  important  departure  during  the  past  year  has  been 
the  enclosing  of  vacant  spaces  and  planting  with  trees  at 
Windy  Nook  and  Holly  Hill.  This  might  be  extended  with 
great  advantage. 
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The  lighting  of  the  district  is  much  improved,  as  a con- 
siderable number  of  new  lamps  have  been  erected  during  the 
past  year. 

The  Water  Supply  throughout  the  year  has  been  good  in 
quality  although  not  constant  in  quantity.  The  Water  Com- 
pany have  been  relaying  pipes  and  this  has  been  the  cause  of 
much  inconvenience  to  householders. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MORRISON  CLAYTON,  M.O.H. 


Durham  County  Council. 


Felling  Urban  District  Council. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

( Continued. ) 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Felling. 

Gentlemen, 

D uring-  the  past  year,  1898,  a large  number  of 
new  houses  have  been  built  in  the  District,  chiefly  on  the 
Pelaw  Building  Estate,  Earth  Closets  have  been  erected  in 
all  cases,  excepting  in  Boiston’s  Buildings,  High  Lanes, 
where  Ashpits  have  been  built. 

For  the  12  months  I have  served  179  Notices  for  defective 
or  insanitary  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation,  defective 
dwelling  houses  and  drains,  and  insufficient  supply  of  water. 
136  Earth  Closets  were  erected  in  the  place  of  Ashpits,  10 
new  Water  Closets  were  put  up,  and  the  notices  for  Dwelling' 
H ouses,  Drains,  and  Supply  of  Water  were  all  attended  to, 
excepting  one,  which  I expect  will  shortly  be  completed 
satisfactorily.  Water  has  been  laid  on  for  the  use  of  62 
tenants,  who  had  previously  no  proper  supply.  Various  other 
notices  have  been  served  as  you  will  see  by  the  statement 
appended. 

Under  the  Notification  Act,  I have  been  notified  of  364 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year 
of  29  ; of  these  cases,  20  proved  fatal.  Three  cases  of  Small- 
pox occurred;  two  of  the  patients  died.  I fumigated  all  the 
houses  which  I had  been  notified  of  and  took  all  possible  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  diseases.  I may  say 
that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  the  district  was  very 
free  from  Infectious  diseases  as  compared  with  the  first  nine 
months. 

I have  paid  frequent  visits  to  all  the  Slaughter-houses, 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  district,  and  have  found  them 
all  to  be  kept  in  a sanitary  condition. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  McSHANE, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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